Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.056; wR factor = 0.151; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.9.
In the title molecule, C 17 H 16 O 4 , the angle between the aromatic ring planes is 69.1 (6) . The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds; molecules related by a centre of symmetry are linked to form inversion dimers. 
Related literature

Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer Absorption correction: scan (North et al., 1968 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Schulze et al., 2005; Jang et al., 1997) .
In our laboratory, we have synthesized two series of resveratrol derivatives (Ruan et al., 2006; . As part of an extensive structure-activity relationship (SAR) study on resveratrol derivatives, another series of analogues of resveratrol has been synthesized. One of them, namely the title compound, was obtained as single crystals and its crystal structure determined to establish its configuration.
The crystal structure demonstrated that it had the E configuration ( Fig. 1 ). All bond lengths are within normal ranges and very similar to those in related crystal structures (Stomberg et al., 2001) . The torsion angles C5-C8-C10-C11 and C9-C8-C10-C11 are 5.9 (4)° and -176.6 (2)°, respectively. The angle between the aromatic ring planes is 69.1 (6)°.
In the crystal structure, molecules related by a centre of symmetry are linked to form dimers via intermolecular O-H-O hydrogen bonds (Table 1 and Fig. 2 ).
Experimental 2-(4-Methoxyphenyl)acetic acid (1.66 g, 0.01 mol), 4-methoxybenzaldehyde (1.36 g, 0.01 mol) and acetic anhydride (15 ml) were added to a three-necked flask in an icewater bath with stirring. Triethylamine (5 ml) was added dropwise into this solution and the mixture was allowed to react at 100°C for 12 h. After cooling to room temperature, the mixture was slowly poured into 50 ml 10% NaOH solution, yielding a white precipitate. This was collected by vacuum filtration, washed with a large amount of water and dried in air. Colorless single crystals were obtained after a week upon evaporation of a solution of the reaction product in a mixture of ethyl acetate (10 ml) and petroleum ether (5 ml).
Refinement
All hydrogen atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions and constrained to ride on their parent atoms, with Absorption correction: ψ scan (North et al., 1968) 
